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kept his word both to Yesubai and to Suryaji Pisal. The latter
ItikacI Khan took to the emperor and asked him to
give Suryaji Pisal the price of his treachery. Aurangzib
received him graciously, but insisted upon his adopting
Islam. Suryaji did so, and was made Deslmiukh of Wai,
but ho lived to regret his infamy, Eighteen years later
Shahu returned from Delhi. One of his first acts was to put
to death Suryaji Pisal and several of his family in revenge
for the long captivity which he had himself endured/

The sworn faith of Itikad Khan would hardly have
shielded Yosubai and her son had she jiot found a friend
in the emperor's second daughter Ziuatunnisaa. Between
the death of Shall JVhan and her own death in September
1681, Auriringzib's sister, Jaluinara, had beon the first lady
at court. She controlled the emperor's seraglio and bore
the title of Begam Sahil) or the Princess Royal. On her
demise the emperor appointed to the vacant post his
second daughter Zinatunnissa, who had never married.
Zinatunnissa greeted Yesubai as a sister and adopted
prince Shivaji as her non. The Maratha chroniclers love
to repeat a strange explanation of her kindly conduct.
In 1660, she had, as a girl, seen ShivajTs gallant bearing
in the imperial hall at Agra and from that timo on, had
conceived a regard for the Maratha loader. Afterwards
when Sambhaji asked for her hand as the price of his
apostasy, she treated the request as a genuine offer of
marriage and thereafter deemed her faith plighted to tho
dead king. In memory of him she treated Yesubai as her
co-wife and Shivaji as her own child. However this may
be, her help proved of the utmost service to the young
king. The emperor wished to convert the boy to Islam,
but on Zinatunnissa'fcj entreaty agreed to accept in his

1 The treachery of Huryaji Pisal is not mentioned in the Jtaklianj, but is every-
where believed in and repeated, Grant Duff lightly accepted the story- The
Musulman descendants of Saryaji Pisal still live at Ozarde near Wai on good tena**
with their Htodu kinsmen1. Hoe Kiyasat vol. L, p. 617. See also Sanad at
P< 105, Sanads and Letters by Pnnibhotant Mawjl and Hao Bahadur D. B, Parawnw.